NOTE.

JOHN MACKY, the author of the "Characters," was, for many years, in
the employ of the English government, as an agent for obtaining in-
formation as to the movements of the French. He published, in
1696, "A View of the Court of St. Germains from the Year 1690 to
1695." The information embodied in this work he obtained from per-
sonal observation while in Paris. About 1709, however, he aroused the
government's suspicions, and was imprisoned. He was kept confined
until the accession of George I. On his release he attempted to estab-
lish a packet-service between England and Ireland, to Dublin; but the
venture failed. He died at Rotterdam in 1726. The "Characters"
was first published in 1733, with the title:

"Memoirs of the Secret Services of John Macky, Esq., during the
Reigns of King William, Queen Anne, and King George I. Including
also" the true Secret History of the Rise, Promotions, etc., of the English
and Scots Nobility; Officers, Civil, Military, Naval, and other Persons
of distinction from the Revolution. In their respective Characters at
large: drawn up by Mr. Macky pursuant to the direction of Her Royal
Highness the Princess Sophia. Published from his original manuscript,
as attested by his son, Spring Macky, Esq. London, 1733." The work
was prepared for the press by a Mr. Davis, an officer in the Customs.

It has been questioned whether Swift did really make the "remarks"
attributed to him by his various editors; but there can be little doubt
about their authenticity. Thomas Birch seems to have transcribed the
"remarks" m 1753, if we are to believe a note in a copy of Macky's
book in the British Museum, which says: "The MS. notes on the
Characters in this Book were written by Dr. Swift, and transcribed
by Tho. Birch. Aug. 15, 1753." Isaac Reed's copy is also in the
British Museum, but his notes were transcribed from another copy
in the possession of J. Putland, and Putland's copy, Reed notes, was
"formerly in the possession of Philip Carteret Webb, Esq., now [1770]
of Thomas Astle, Esq." J. Ritson's copy, which is at the South Ken-
sington Museum, had the "remarks" transcribed to it from Reed's
copy, but Ritson notes that Reed copied the *' remarks " from J. Put-
land's transcript of the Dean's own original. Ritson, however, does not
say how he knew that Putland had the c' Dean's own original." In " Notes
and Quenes " (3, ii. 430) the Rev. J. Jebb, Rector of Peterstow, states
he had (in 1862) a copy of the " Characters " with transcript of Swift's
"remarks" by Bishop Jebb. Mr. Edward Solly has an interesting
paper on this matter m the " Bibliographer " for March, 1883. He sug-
gests that Mr. Putland may have written them down himself from re-
marks made by Swift. "The Crypt" for December, 1829, published
Swift's " remarks " from a copy in the possession of Mr. Pickering, the
bookseller.

A careful collation of all the available copies has been made for this
edition, and the text of Macky's work has been read with the first
edition. Where neither Reed nor Birch give no remarks, they have
been omitted from this reprint. "The Crypt" and Nichols in his
quarto edition (vol. xiv.) often differ, but these differences have been
adjusted.

It is almost needless to say that Sir Walter Scott's text and notes
have been very much altered by this process.
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